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National SUMP support 
Programme (NSSP): 
context & evaluation

• Ambitious national programme, 
now being updated (TEN-T)

• Ongoing comprehensive 
evaluation

• Surveys & focus groups with  
four target groups

• Today: key findings in brief
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Implementation progress 
vs. limited impacts

• Many activities implemented since 
2012

• Travel-behaviour effects still weak

• Structural reasons: 

• Dual-track system

• Funding-driven approach

• Weak strategic focus
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Rapid SUMP expansion 
but quality concerns

• Many new municipal SUMPs 
produced quickly

• Quality issues:

• Mass production

• Limited experience among staff

• Shortened participation 
processes

• SUMP content often shallow



Low motivation & capacity 
gaps in municipalities

• SUMP often just a funding 
prerequisite

• Weak internal ownership and 
limited understanding of SUMP 
value

• Strong dependence on mayors or 
single officials

• Major capacity gaps
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Quality assessment: a key 
improvement mechanism

• Uncovers what is actually happening 
on the ground

• Highlights structural weaknesses in 
planning processes and content

• Improves SUMP quality and builds 
practitioner capacity

• Need for further regular assessor–
ministry dialogue 
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WAY AHEAD

SUMPs remain the right tool - with 
sufficient time, expertise, and 
commitment.

What is expected:

• Lower funding per SUMP and fewer 
parallel preparations

• No link between SUMP and 
implementation funding for smaller 
municipalities

• Stricter entry requirements for 
consultants
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