
An opposing majority, or a vocal minority?
Measuring public support for local sustainable mobility policy in Flanders



Background

To make the modal shift happen, mobility 

policies should be less car-centric. 

At the local level, policy can have an 

immediate impact. 

Mobility was a key topic during the 2024 local 

elections in Belgium, sparking lively debate and 

sometimes strong disagreement regarding 

measures aimed at reducing car use.

“Let's hold a referendum”: mobility 
ideas from party leaders in the City 
of Ypres are all over the place

Traffic plan in the town center 
and safety issues at the 

station: these are the issues 
at stake in the elections in 

the town of Olen

The 3 Vs of the local 
elections: dirt, traffic and 
safety



Politicians often base decisions on what they 
perceive public opinion to be. 

Yet, research by Professor Stefaan Walgrave 
shows that these perceptions are often 
inaccurate (keynote, POLIS 2023).

Existing surveys in Flanders are limited or 
fragmented. Mobiel 21 fills this gap by 
providing comprehensive, reliable data on 
public attitudes towards sustainable mobility.

Public opinion



• Survey with a representative sample of 2000 respondents in 

Flanders

• Bpact online panel

• Fieldwork in May 2024, just before the general elections

Survey sustainable mobility

M e t hodo logy

C o n ten t  q u e s t i onna i r e

Mapping public opinion on sustainable mobility and corresponding 

policy:

• Attitudes towards cycling, car use, public transport

• Support for specific policies like 30km/h zones, parking 

management, circulation plans

• Travel behaviour and vehicle ownership

Mix of question types:

• Multiple choice questions

• Statements about attitudes and policy options, answered via Likert-

scale

• Comparisons where respondents could indicate preferences 

between two policy options on a 6-point scale



1 in 5 says not to be 

the kind of person who 

cycles.

62% of Flemish 

people like to 

travel by bicycle. 

69% agree that cycling 

can be the fastest way 

to get around.

Ov e ra l l ,  p e o p le  i n  F l a n de rs  h a ve  a  p o s i t i ve  a t t i t ude  t o w a rds  c yc l i ng

H o w e ve r,  t h e re  s t i l l  s e em  t o  b e  b a r r i e r s…

More than 1 in 5 

women find 

cycling stressful. 

Among men, it’s 

less than 1 in 10.

Half of car drivers 

prefer using a car 

for most of their 

trips.

54% agree that 

people should be 

able to use their 

cars as much as 

they want.

Results - Attitudes towards different modes



2 in 5 say not to be the 

kind of person who uses 

the bus.

Only 29% say 

public transport is 

a good alternative 

to the car. 

Th e  a t t i t ude  t o w a rds  p u b l i c  t r anspo r t  s e ems  t o  b e  l e ss  p o s i t i ve  

66% of Flemish 

people prefer 

cycling over taking 

the bus.

Th i s  a l s o  t r a ns l a tes  i n t o  l o w  u s a ge

48% rarely or 

never use 

public transport.

Results - Attitudes towards different modes



Results – Favourite local policy measures



The government should invest 

in bicycle paths and bicycle 

highways to increase 

bicycle safety.

The government should invest

in additional roads and lanes

to allow cars to drive

more smoothly.

77% 23%

The government should create 

enough space for cyclists and 

pedestrians.

The government should create 

enough space for

on-street car parking spots.

74% 26%

The government should redirect 

traffic to guarantee the safety and 

flow of cyclists and pedestrians.

The government should 

guarantee smooth traffic flow 

for cars.

58% 42%

Results – Opinion on policy measures



I n  r e s i den t i a l  a r e as ,  s h ou ld  s p eed  b e  l o we red  f r o m 5 0  t o  3 0  k m /h ?

16% 22%33%29%

Among residents of urban 

neighbourhoods, 2 out of 

3 agree. In rural areas, 

this is less than half.

Among women, 58% 

agree, while among men 

this drops to 52%.

Transport mode usage 

also plays a role: the 

more frequently 

individuals use a car, 

the less l ikely they are 

to agree. For cycling 

and public transport, we 

see the opposite trend.

R e m a rkab le  d i f f e rences  b e tw een  g r o ups…

Results – Opinions on speed limits



Su p p o r t  f o r  s u s ta i nab le  m o b i l i t y  p o l i cy

A majority in Flanders supports policies and 
investments to promote cycling and public transport. 

Even when pitted against car-centric policies.

Politicians are not always the best judges of public 

opinion. This mismatch might lead to car-centered 

policies that don’t correspond with public opinion on 
mobility.

Conclusion

D o w n l o a d  t h e  s u r v e y  

r e p o r t  t o  l e a r n  m o r e !
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