An opposing majority, or a vocal minority?

Measuring public support for local sustainable mobility policy in Flanders

ZET MENSEN IN BEWEGING

S . . .
‘e - . . o Y ESS 0 il 5\ ’ v 13N
R o § iy e sy AL 3 ; .
: : ¢ & 3
. <x o ) EISILUNIES e i .
: y ) y | - o) S ) -
. ’ " 2 ‘ . ">y 4 : . 3 .
H > : . { oy \ e . .
AT . p! v ) ) .
v 4 v ¢ : L) : v
fo of . ‘ pifiT0y -~ . . 5
sy j. ’ : . ) . " 5
. .y ) E  { " . -
: 3 . v -
4 : . : P .
: o ol . .
|
AF S / . : UL '
; ’
. : : oty .
] ’ . :
. B . : ’ . :
B ) . i \
: 4 > :
’ ) : .
- : .
: . i L .
» ’ "y : L
} .



Background

To make the modal shift happen, mobility
policies should be less car-centric.

At the local level, policy can have an
immediate impact.

Mobility was a key topic during the 2024 local
elections in Belgium, sparking lively debate and
sometimes strong disagreement regarding
measures aimed at reducing car use.

MOBIEL21

ZET MENSEN IN BEWEGING

© IEPER / Gemeenteraad

“Laat ons een referendum “Let's hold a referendum”: mobility
houden”: Ideeén van Ieperse ideas from party leaders in the City

lijsttrekkers over mobiliteit of Ypres are all over the place
schieten alle kanten op

Traffic plan in the town center _ ,‘
and safety issues at the ... cocwmmeseise
slation: these are the issues circulatieplan in het centrum en onveiligheid
at stake in the elections in aan het station: hierover gaan de verkiezingen in
the town of Olen ©'en

De 3 v's van de gemeenteraadsverkiezingen: The 3 Vs of the local

vuiligheid, verkeer en veiligheid

- L4 'y
Het wordt vaak als een wijsheid in de politiek geponeerd. De lokale verkiezingen gaan in de e/ect/ons,' dl,'t, traﬁ}c and

eerste plaats over nabijheid, over thema’s die het dagelijkse leven beinvioeden. Daarbij wordt

vaak gesproken over de 3 v’s: vuiligheid, verkeer en veiligheid. Zij vormen wellicht in veel saf'e ty

Vlaamse gemeenten de inzet van de lokale kiesstrijd.



cities
in motion

OXFORD

Public opinion

POLITICIANS’ READING OF
PUBLIC OPINION AND ITS BIASES

Politicians often base decisions on what they
perceive public opinion to be.
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Yet, research by Professor Stefaan Walgrave
shows that these perceptions are often
inaccurate (keynote, POLIS 2023).

Existing surveys in Flanders are limited or

fragmented. Mobiel 21 fills this gap by M“B“.ITY

prOVId | ng com prehenSI\le’ rella ble data on In preparation for the Annual POLIS Conference 2023,
public attitudes towards sustainable mobility. POLIS speREMith the Keynote Spe s

Plenary, Stefaan Walgrave, Professor of Political
Science at the University of Antwerp, to explore the
nexus between politics and urban mobility. how
policymakers’ own ambitions as well as their
perceptions of public opinion come together to shape

sustainable mobility policies, and why conservative bias
is relevant for tomorrow’s transport.
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Survey sustainable mobility

Methodology
« Survey with a representative sample of 2000 respondents in

Flanders
 Bpact online panel

« Fieldwork in May 2024, just before the general elections

Content questionnaire

Mapping public opinion on sustainable mobility and corresponding
policy:
« Attitudes towards cycling, car use, public transport

« Support for specific policies like 30km/h zones, parking
management, circulation plans

* Travel behaviour and vehicle ownership




Results - Attitudes towards different modes

Overall, people in Flanders have a positive attitude towards cycling

% 1 in 5 says not to be

the kind of person who
cycles.

69% agree that cycling
can be the fastest way %
to get around.

However, there still seem to be barriers...

More than 1in 5
women find

cycling stressful.
Among men, it's
less than 1 in 10.

Half of car drivers
prefer using a car
for most of their
trips.

e=iPe=ide

62% of Flemish
people like to
travel by bicycle.

54% agree that
people should be

able to use their
cars as much as
they want.



Results - Attitudes towards different modes

The attitude towards public transport seems to be less positive

Only 29% say
public transport is
a good alternative
to the car.

66% of Flemish
people prefer
cycling over taking
the bus.

2 in 5 say not to be the
kind of person who uses
the bus.

=

This also translates into low usage

48% rarely or
never use
public transport.
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Results — Favourite local policy measures

Building and improving bicycle paths

Making public transport stops and stations accessible to everyone
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Lowering the speed limit in residential areas to 30km/h

Investing in more enforcement

Introducing bicycle streets

‘_----

Installing more public charging stations

Constructing speed bumps

Developing circulation plans

Increasing the availability of shared cars
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%



Results — Opinion on policy measures

The government should redirect
traffic to guarantee the safety and
flow of cyclists and pedestrians.

The government should
guarantee smooth traffic flow
for cars.

58%

The government should invest The government should invest
in bicycle paths and bicycle in additional roads and lanes
highways to increase to allow cars to drive
bicycle safety. more smoothly.
77% 23%
The government should create The government should create
enough space for cyclists and enough space for
pedestrians. on-street car parking spots.

74% 26%
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Results — Opinions on speed limits

In residential areas, should speed be lowered from 50 to 30 km/h?

@ Completely disagree Disagree () Agree @ Completely agree

33%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Remarkable differences between groups...

%%% Transport mode usage

also plays a role: the

more frequently

individuals use a car,
@%%@% the less likely they are
Among women, 58% % to agree. For cycling

agree, while among men and public transport, we
this drops to 52%. see the opposite trend.

Among residents of urban
neighbourhoods, 2 out of
3 agree. In rural areas,
this is less than half.




Conclusion

Support for sustainable mobility policy

A majority in Flanders supports policies and
investments to promote cycling and public transport.
Even when pitted against car-centric policies.

Politicians are not always the best judges of public
opinion. This mismatch might lead to car-centered
policies that don’t correspond with public opinion on
mobility.

Download the survey

report to learn more!
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Eva De Vrij

eva.devrij@mobiel21.be

www.mobiel21.be



mailto:eva.devrij@mobiel21.be
http://www.mobiel21.be/
http://www.facebook.com/mobiel21
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mobiel-21
https://bsky.app/profile/mobiel21.bsky.social
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