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Cities worldwide are united in their pursuit
of a more liveable and thriving urban
environment. Addressing the complex
challenges of traffic congestion,
sustainability, and economic vitality
requires innovative and collaborative
solutions. Google's ‘Geo for Cities’
initiative is dedicated to this very goal,
aligning its resources and technologies
with the ambitions of cities globally. A key
aspect of this vision is a unified ‘Geo for
Cities” approach, which harnesses the
synergistic power of seamlessly integrated
geospatial tools—from the real-time
contributions of millions of users to
sophisticated data analytics—to provide
cities with a holistic and potent means of
tackling these multifaceted challenges.

This  unified perspective, built on
collaboration and shared goals, is
equipping cities with a comprehensive
toolkit for navigating the complexities of the
21st  century. By transcending the

traditional  silos  between  disparate
geospatial applications, cities can unlock
substantial  benefits, fostering  more
informed  decision-making,  optimising

resource allocation, enhancing safety, and
cultivating more resilient and sustainable
urban environments. Municipalities play a
crucial role in actively contributing to the
richness and accuracy of the Waze and
Google Maps ecosystems, and in return,
gain invaluable insights to shape a better
future for their urban spaces.

From insight to action

Harnessing the synergy of diverse
geospatial tools and data offers significant
potential for creating smarter, safer, and
more sustainable urban environments. This
integrated strategy is becoming
increasingly vital as cities evolve their
approaches to complex urban issues.

Consider how addressing the enduring
issue of traffic congestion benefits
immensely from a ‘Geo for Cities’
approach. Ghent, Belgium provides a
compelling example. By strategically
collaborating with the Waze community
through the Waze for Cities programme,
Ghent implemented a radical circulation
plan to reduce car traffic.
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This direct integration of real-time
navigation data with urban planning goals
ensured drivers were accurately guided,
showcasing the impact of partnering with
user-driven platforms to achieve safer and
more sustainable urban mobility.

Beyond traffic, the integration of geospatial
tools also enhances the safety and
accessibility of active travel. London, UK,
demonstrates its commitment by working
closely with Google to improve digital
navigation for cyclists. Leveraging existing
journey planning data and updated
algorithms, London provides cyclists with
safer route options, encouraging more
people to choose cycling and contributing
to a greener urban environment through
these collaborative efforts. Furthermore, a
unified strategy proves instrumental in
tackling critical public health issues.
Denmark exemplifies this by utilising data
from Google's Environmental Insights
Explorer (EIE) and Project Air View to gain
valuable insights into air quality patterns.
This data-driven approach empowers
Denmark to prioritise climate actions with a
direct and immediate impact on human
health, informing the establishment of low-
emission zones and strategies to create
cleaner air around schools and
playgrounds.
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Cycling in London
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https://www.waze.com/nl/live-map
https://www.google.com/maps

cities
in motion

Leveraging environmental data within a
‘Geo for Cities’ framework thus directly
improves citizen well-being.

The comprehensive
potential of integrated
geospatial tools

Leading urban centres are increasingly
demonstrating how a unified strategy,
leveraging diverse geospatial tools and
data, can tackle the complex mobility
challenges they face. Instead of viewing
congestion, public transit, accessibility, and
equity as separate issues, cities are
intelligently analysing data, existing
infrastructure and real-time movement
patterns derived from partner contribution
platforms like Waze for Cities and Google
Maps Content Partners. This allows for the
optimisation of shared mobility networks
and the encouragement of eco-conscious
transportation choices, creating more
accessible and equitable urban
environments.

Environmental sustainability also sees
significant advancements through this
integrated approach. The fusion of
environmental data, potentially gathered
and analysed through data insights
products like Environmental Insights
Explorer (EIE), with navigation systems like
Google Maps and Waze can guide citizens
towards more sustainable behaviours.
Furthermore, data insights products such
as EIE and Waze for Cities enhance the
ability of cities to develop and implement
effective sustainability strategies,
showcasing the comprehensive toolkit for
building cleaner and greener urban
landscapes.

Moreover, this integrated perspective
offers significant potential for economic
growth. By creating shared geospatial
understandings of their environment,
leveraging user-facing products like
Google Maps Business Profile to connect
with local businesses and analysing
movement patterns and accessibility data
from partner contribution platforms and
data insights products such as Waze for
Cities and Google Maps, cities are

empowering informed decision-making that
can support local businesses, enhance
customer engagement, and foster overall
economic activity.

By embracing a unified framework and
fostering  partnerships that integrate
diverse geospatial tools and data, cities
can move beyond siloed approaches to
unlock significant potential for creating
smarter, more sustainable, and safer urban
futures. This collaborative and integrated
perspective provides a richer, more
insightful, and ultimately more actionable
view of the dynamic urban landscape,
paving the way for a truly intelligent and
connected urban future where informed
decisions drive positive change across
various urban challenges.

Building the future
of cities, today

Ultimately, the path to our cities' future is
through a connected understanding of the
urban landscape. By breaking down data
silos and fostering seamless collaboration
among municipalities, communities, and
technology platforms, cities can gain
unprecedented insight into their most
pressing challenges. Powered by the
synergy of Google’s diverse ‘Geo for
Cities’ offerings, this unified perspective
enables cities to optimise smoother traffic
flow, accelerate sustainability efforts, and
design more equitable, accessible
transport systems. As urban environments
continue to evolve, this shared-data
approach will be the foundation for building
truly intelligent, liveable cities—where
collaboration drives meaningful, lasting
change.
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