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Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas

Too many town and city 
centers lack quality of life and 
quality of stay
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Town: Waldorfhäslach
(before reconstruction)
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Too many main through roads 
especially in rural areas put 
car demands first and have 
insufficient infrastructure for 
walking and cycling



MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas

Too often, town centers in 
rural and suburban areas 
offer no possibilities for 
encounters

Town: Neuhausen, 
Enzkreis
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Since 2021 State funding for road construction includes 
funding for reallocating space to Pedestrians, Bike, Bus, 
etc.

State Municipal Transport 

Financing Act –
“Landesgemeindeverkehrsfinanzierungsgesetz”
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… but the number of
reconstruction projects to
create lively and traffic-
calmed town and city centers
remained low

Despite of attractive funding
options (50-75% of cost)

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas
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Pilot Project: “Town centers - working 
together to make them barrier-free 
and liveable”

20 small towns were chosen as 
pilot communities

core element: citizen participation

© Planersocietät/ Pesch Partner Architektur Stadtplanung GmbH
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Key to success:

Activate small
municipalities by
creating public support
and making change
tangible

Town: Münsingen
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citizens developed planning guidelines supported by planning experts

© Planersocietät/ Pesch 
Partner Architektur 
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Service Centre Visualizations

Quality check
Street Furniture

(temporary)

Since 2023 new programs that support local
authorities – for free
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Service centre

Provision of general and funding information and information on support programs

Acceptance point for municipal expressions of interest for quality check, loan of street 
furniture and visualizations
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Mobility for rural and suburban areas
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Loan of Street Furniture

Support for traffic 
experiments in 
municipalities

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas
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© Ministerium für Verkehr; Fotograf: Marius Heimberger

Loan of street furniture 
and elements for the 
redesign of town 
centers 

Lending of bicycle 
parking facilities for 
events
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Reallocation of space can be a means 
to implement parking management 

Reduction of car traffic

Revenues and space for 
infrastructure and eco-mobility 
services

©Bastian Wetzke
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Visualizations

Free service offer for 
municipalities and civil 
society groups (in 
consultation with the 
municipalities)

Visualization of 
alternative options to 
facilitate and support 
local discussion

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas

Town: Kehl-Kork

© Ministerium für Verkehr Baden-Württemberg
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Town: Aalen

© Ministerium für Verkehr Baden-Württemberg
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Quality Check

planning experts conduct quality 
checks of main through-roads

participating municipalities get 
proposals for improvement

model and example solutions 
are developed

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas



MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

Ortsmitte - the Baden-Württemberg Approach to Sustainable 
Mobility for rural and suburban areas

Project Expressions of interest submitted
by November 2023

Loan of street furniture 32

Visualization 36

Quality Check 56
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Vision:

500 lively and
traffic-calmed
city centers in 
Baden-
Württemberg by
2030… Town: Weil der Stadt 

(before and after 
reconstruction)
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Württemberg CC BY-SA
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…and main through-
roads with good

conditions for cycling 
and walking in rural 

towns 
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Town: Waldorfhäslach
(after reconstruction)
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