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Europe 
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Just transition: How to make the transport transformation inclusive and 
equitable, leaving no one behind…
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Smart cities

SUMPs

White Paper on transport

Low emission zones

ITS systems

Micromobility services

…
Source: www.15minutecity.com
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The SMARTA Project

Enhance the current policies and
practices on mobility in rural areas,
leading to sustainable and accessible
rural areas in EU Countries

Sponsored by European Parliament
Funded through EU Transport

Ministry - DG MOVE

May 2018 March 2021

Shared
mobility

Public 
Transport

The SMARTA Consortium
Led by MemEx

www.ruralsharedmobility.eu
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Three main tasks

“Insight Papers” & 
Good Practices

Stakeholders’ engagement

Regional and local 
authorities

Research Demonstration Engagement  

Practitioners and 
operators

European 
Commission

European 
Parliament 

Digital solution

Service scheme 

Citizens’ engagement 
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SMARTA Policy recommendations
What is the Problem in Rural Mobility in Europe?

Lack of Policy and 
Responsibilities

Limited Supply of 
Services

Limited Mobility for 
People without cars

Challenges caused by poor Mobility in rural areas

FOR PEOPLE

FOR COMMUNITIES

FOR REGIONS AND 
MEMBER STATES

• Less services in rural areas; need to travel more often and further;
• High dependency on cars for mobility; associated cost, energy use, emissions;
• Less opportunity for those without cars; often leads to isolation, exclusion;

• Increased difficulty, cost to achieve many elements of development plans;
• Ability to attract, develop and retain businesses;
• Ability to attract and retain customers, users;

• Ability to achieve balanced regional development, to revitalize areas in decline;
• Population retention, in particular the youth and families;
• Public sentiment;
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What transport aspects need to be solved?

• Coverage – is there a service near you
• Connectedness - range of destinations
• Accessibility – ease of getting to and using services
• Hours of operation
• Frequency
• Affordability
• Reliability, security of supply
• Responsibilities
• Assurance of connections
• Information about all of the above
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Why should the EU act on something that seems
to be a local issue?
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EP and EC role in the rural mobility transformation
ESTABLISH EUROPE-WIDE POLICIES ON RURAL 

MOBILITY Rural mobility should be 

mandatory in all national rural 

development policies 

Rural mobility should 

be included across all 

policy areas 

MEMBER STATE TO ESTABLISH NATIONAL 

POLICIES ON RURAL MOBILITY 

The targets and obligations in national 

policies should be migrated downwards to 

local development plans and programs, again 

with defined responsibilities for delivery

The European Parliament would provide 

a framework, guidance, and support to 

enable member state to develop: 

- A mobility policy, which covers all of 

the national/regional territory

- A specific mobility plan

It would remain the national, regional, 

or local decision about what level and 

means of mobility, their organisation, 

and what resources to allocate. 

Whatever Member State decides, it 

needs to be explicitly formulated in a 

published policy and plan, for which the 

relevant level of authority is accountable

The key challenge is how to motivate the 

EU Member States to develop 

comprehensive policies and frameworks 

for rural mobility, and to ensure these 

are delivered at the local level 

throughout their territory. 
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EP and EC role in the rural mobility transformation

”Supportive Pathway” “Persuasive Pathway” “Mandatory Pathway”

• A structured set of supporting 
measures for rural mobility 
would be established with 
funding from both the EU and 
Member States 

• Eligibility for regional and rural 
development funding would be 
linked to the development of 
rural mobility policy and 
frameworks for that Member 
State and region. 

• By directive or other 
instrument of the European 
Union, all Members States 
would be required to establish 
national rural mobility policies, 
develop/enhance the rural 
mobility frameworks, and 
establish the necessary 
financing mechanisms. 

POLICY DEBATE: Launched in 2022, seek agreement on way forward in 2023-2024.
Debate may be relaunched periodically c. 2025 and 2030 to review progress and perhaps develop further

SUPPORTIVE MEASURES: Support the Policy debate, establish Rural Mobility Forum,
develop a Rural Mobility Technical Assistance Program, extended evaluation of rural mobility
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Find a blend of formal and informal forms of mobility services
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Demand Responsive Transport - DRTs
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Community-based solutions
Bürgerbuses, Germany RezoPouce, France
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MobilityHubs SharedUse MobilityAgency

Users as potential mobility 
service provider

Sharing/Cooperation 
schemes/ concept

Ride/asset sharing service 
and PT integration

Networking among the 
mobility  operators 

Physical layer Digital layer 

Services and digital solutions integration
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What enablers could boost the process?

Networking

• Continue the dialogue
and thinking as the 
current projects close 

• Build relationships
among implementing 
sites and practitioners

• Establish a Rural 
Mobility Forum as a 
focal point and a voice

• BUT by who? No rural 
equivalent of POLIS, 
UITP, EMTA, etc.

• Can this sit under ERP, 
Smart Villages or other 
rural network?

Capacity Development

• Local implementers 
need a structured 
program of capacity 
development, support 
and “how to” manuals

• Standard areas – needs 
assessment, planning, 
operations, resource 
optimization, outreach

• New skills areas – ITS, 
apps, data, business 
models, marketing

• US RTAP (Rural Transit 
Assistance Program) 
may be a good model

Funding

• Include as specific item 
in rural development 
programs (e.g. LEADER), 
as enabling measure in 
broader packages

• Assist innovation

• Prioritise mobility 
outcomes over devices

• Leverage social, health, 
training and tourism 
initiatives

• Remove barriers, costs 
for community and 
volunteer initiatives 
(e.g. insurance)
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What’s next: upcoming SMARTA III Project…

Promote sustainable and resilient mobility connections taking into account the need to 

support ecotourism

• Disseminate mobility good practices and solutions 

• Development of guidance and know-how 

• Planning instruments on urban and rural mobility interdependencies 

• Training material and sessions 

• Network of rural municipalities 
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