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One of the fields of activities within the Park4SUMP Project: 

parking standards 
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Å Parking standards are also known as parking 

requirements or parking norms 

 

Å Parking standards regulate how much (car)parking 

space is built for new buildings 

 

Å Parking standards were designed to instruct 

developers to build parking lots in correlation to  

Å the amount of apartments (or size of apartments) 

Å the amount of new offices/shops/workplaces etc. 

  
Å Parking standards are an important steering 

instrument for urban and transportation planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.park4sump.eu 
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Why parking standards? 
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ÅParking standard have been introduced  

Å to keep the streets free for the flowing traffic 

Å prevent that a (new) location - office building, 

new housing, new shopping mall - generates 

parking problems in its neighboorhood 
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ÅMost countries have 

minimum requirements and 

building developers can 

build more if they want and 

as much as they want  
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Parking standards in placeé  
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Å The most frequent parking standard is one car parking 

space per apartment / residential unit 

 

Å In rural and suburban areas the parking standard is 

often even higher: 1,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  Küster, F. and Peters, M. (2018): Making buildings fit for  

sustainable mobility ï Comparing regulations for off-street bicycle  

and car parking in Europe. European Cyclistsô Federation.  p. 27 

ÅRegulations for 

malls, business 

areas, recreation 

areas etc. vary 

significantly 
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Buté.parking standards may induce car ownership 
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ÅCar parking availability induces car 

ownership and car use ï it creates 

or attracts car traffic 

ÅStudies show that the  

Å availability,  

Å location,  

Å distances and  

Å comfort of parking spaces 

influence the attractiveness of 

private car use 
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