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Of the EU’s rural population

is at risk of poverty or social 

exclusion

24%

Of the EU’s population

lives in rural areas

27%

2017

Rural reality in Europe
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• Ageing population

• Two-fold migration effect

• Different road network 
structure

• Lower income

• Vulnerability to weather 
conditions

• Diversity and differences 
between regions

• Geographical conditions 
(from peri-urban to 
mountain to insular rural 
mobility)

• Social aspects

Actual situation in European rural areas
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Future Demographic trend
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Population in Europe is expected 
to decline (until 2030) – increase 

(until 2050) – decline (until 
2100).

For EU-28 the general trend shows 
an increase in population for the 

following decades (until 2035-2050) 
followed by decline in population 

until 2100. 

World population will continue 
to grow during the second half of 
the century and a slight decline 

closer to 2100 is possible. 

2100 – approx. 9-11 billion 2100 – approx. 712 million 2080 - approx. 518.8 million

Sources: UN projections, 2017 | European Union, 2018
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Urban vs Rural population trends
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Urban and rural 
population projected 
to 2050, Europe

Source: UN World Urbanization 
Prospects 2018 and others | 

www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-the-
worlds-urban-population-in-2050/
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27%

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapping-the-worlds-urban-population-in-2050/
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The SMARTA project

• Sponsored by European 
Parliament

• Funded by EC-DG MOVE

• Objective: 

Explore ways to ensure 
sustainable mobility by improving 
shared/public transport services 
across different European rural 
areas 

UNIABDN

VECTOS

TML

EIP
MEMEX
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1. RURALITY

2. GEOGRAPHY

3. NATIONAL POLICIES

4. INSTITUTIONAL

5. REGULATORY

6. ORGANIZATIONAL

7. FINANCIAL

8. PARTICULARITIES 

9. KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Understanding rural mobility in Europe
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Insight Papers

Analysis of the challenges of mobility in 
rural areas and the framework in each of 
the 28 EU countries (plus selected EEA 
states, North America and Australia)

34
1. EU: 28 Countries (+ 

Scotland)
2. Non- EU countries: 

Albania, North 
Macedonia, 
Moldova

3. Rest of the world: 
Canada, Australia

Re-think Rural Mobility – building blocks for a new vision: the SMARTA project POLIS Conference 2019 | Session 2G
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Good Practices

Comprehensive overview of Good 
Practices in rural shared mobility from 
around Europe and beyond

32
1. Demand Responsive Transport 

2. Rail and Bus Public transport 
Networks 

3. Shared Mobility

4. Transport Policy

5. Hybrid cases

Re-think Rural Mobility – building blocks for a new vision: the SMARTA project POLIS Conference 2019 | Session 2G
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Key findings

• A near-total absence of specific policy for mobility in rural areas 

• Only few hard obligations to provide rural mobility services 

• The organisational arrangements for rural shared mobility are weak 

Re-think Rural Mobility – building blocks for a new vision: the SMARTA project POLIS Conference 2019 | Session 2G
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How European policies should be improved?

The policy and planning 
frameworks for rural mobility 

need to be developed

Re-think Rural Mobility – building blocks for a new vision: the SMARTA project POLIS Conference 2019 | Session 2G
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What can be done at the national level?

• Rural mobility to be recognised as a 
major policy area

• Programmes and plans for improving 
rural mobility should be developed

Re-think Rural Mobility – building blocks for a new vision: the SMARTA project POLIS Conference 2019 | Session 2G
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What can be done at the regional or local level?

• Understand the local/regional reality 
of the rural mobiity

• Learn and adapt some of the existing 
good practices to fit local/regional 
needs
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The time to act is now! 

A new vision for the European rural areas 
needs to be developed
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Aveiro District, 

PORTUGAL

East Tyrol, 

AUSTRIA

Brasov Metropolitan 

Area, ROMANIA

Municipality of Tikala, 

GREECE

The SMARTA 2 pilots
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Thank you!
www.ruralsharedmobility.eu

lucia.cristea@eiproject.eu

@SMARTAmobility


