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What is this presentation is about?

ÅIntroduction: Why do we (still) 

need Sustainable Urban Mobility 

Plans (SUMP)?

ÅWhat is an SUMP?

ÅWhat is new in the Second 

Edition of the SUMP 

Guidelines?

ÅHow does the updated SUMP 

process work?

ÅConclusion
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Challenges of

urban transport 

planning

ÅUrban planning has 

become a complex task.

ÅPlanners are confronted 

with often contradictory 

demands.

ÅWhat are the best strategies 

to respond to economic, social, 

environmental needs?

ÅHow can cities and regions develop 

consistent long-term strategies 

while coping with the day-to-day 

demands of travelers?
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City motorway, Berlin (Germany)

In which city do we want our children to 

live ïand how can we plan for it?
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New mobility developments: 

new tools and new challengesé
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Transforming urban mobility 

(with SUMP)

Example: Ljubljana, Slovenia

Photo: © Doris Kodric
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Transforming urban mobility 

(with SUMP)

Example: Ljubljana, Slovenia

Photo: © Vita Kontic Bezjak
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The essence of SUMP: 

the eight principles
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SUMP ïA European success story continues!

ÅAction Plan on Urban Mobility (2009)

ÅTransport White Paper (2011)

ÅUrban Mobility Package COM(2013) 913, 
Annex 1: Recommendation to develop 
SUMPs, criteria for "SUMP"

ÅSUMP Guidelines, Jan 2014/ Oct 2019
(www.eltis.org/mobility-plans)

ÅMany SUMP support projects 
(e.g. CH4LLENGE, SUMPs-Up)

ÅSUMP Coordination Platform

ÅAnnual SUMP Conferences and knowledge 
base in ELTIS

ÅIncreasingly seen as a requirement or as a  
"competitive advantage" to attract EU 
funding for urban transport (e.g. in Structural 
and Investment Funds, Horizon 2020-
CIVITAS, Connecting Europe Facility)

ÅInternational take-up of SUMP concept
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What's new in the Second 

Edition of the SUMP 

Guidelines?



The SUMP Cycle, Second Edition

Set up
working
structures

Determine
planning
framework

Analyse mobility
situation

Build and jointly
assess scenarios

Develop
vision and
strategy with
stakeholders

Set targets 
and indicators

Agree actions and 
responsibilities

Select
measure

packages with
stakeholders

Prepare for adoption and 
financing

Manage
implementation

Monitor,
adapt and
communicate

Review
and learn
lessons



The SUMP Cycle, Second Edition
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Whatôs new? The main changes (1)

ÅMore balanced SUMP cycle

ÁClear separation into strategic 

planning stage (1st half) and 

operational stage (2nd half), which 

often have different time logics 

(strategic objectives are usually more 

stable, while measures get updated 

much more often, sometimes yearly)

ÁFormal balance: 4 phases with 3 

steps each, always ending with a 

Milestone

ÁMilestones emphasized as anchors 

ïalso for political approval

ÅMore guidance on action

planning, financing and 

implementation
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Whatôs new? The main changes (2)

ÅFlexibility of SUMP concept 

emphasized (e.g. chapter on 

ñplanning in practiceò, cycle 

with feedback loops etc.) 

ïbut importance of 

principles!

An SUMP cycle in practice with 

adjusted timing and feedbacks
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Whatôs new? The main changes (3)

ÅMore guidance on integration of 

horizontal topics

ÁSUMP cycle with recurring topics 

(citizen involvement, political

decisions, monitoring & evaluation)

ÁImportant policy fields (accessibility, 

health, social inclusion, road safety) 

strengthened with city examples and 

extra boxes
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Example: Guidance on citizen 

involvement
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Whatôs new? The main changes (5)

Å62 new city examples

Ábetter structure (context, 

description, lessons learned, 

required costs and know-how)

Ámore focused on specific 

planning activities

Ácollected by the SUMPs-Up 

partner networks
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Whatôs new? The main changes (6)

Link to Topic Guides and Practitioner Briefings (relevant content from each of 

them highlighted in one of the Activities)

é and 

more will 

follow
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Whatôs new? The main changes (7)

ÅComprehensive introduction for non-planners (Section 1 with definition 

and eight principles, updated benefits, SUMP in a nutshell, planning in 

practice, and national level support)

ÅUpdated, more user-friendly design (e.g. tools and city examples as 

separate boxes)
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Section 1

Section 2

The colours of the cycle 

are presented in the 

structure of the document

Each phase is structured 

into steps and activities
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Every step starts with a 

dedicated cycle figureé é and a short summary 

of the step. 

Rationale 

Aims 

Tasks  

Activities beyond 

essential requirements   

Timing and coordination

Checklist 

Fundamental terms are 

defined in the SUMP context  

The bar at the top shows 

the phaseôs colour. 

Every activity is 

structured in the same 

way: 
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The activities are 

complemented with 

helpful toolsé  

é and Good 

Practice 

Examples


