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Rhapsody in 4 parts

Land use plan ? 







Mobility measures

Plan for 4 new underground car-parks 
dominated public debate



But what do we 
actually know?
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3 different sampling areas related 
to the population under study
ÅLƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ Ψ.ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ǊŜŀΩ

= Brussels Capital Region + 33 municipalities surrounding the BCR 
(cf. IRIS-I-PLAN)

Å9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƛƴ Ψ/ƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎΩ 
Ҕ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴΩ ƛƴ local public debate
= area within the Petite Ceinture (R20)

Å±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ȊƻƴŜΩ
> the new pedestrian zone (exclΦ wǳŜ bŜǳǾŜΣ DǊŀƴŘ tƭŀŎŜΣ Χύ
Ҕ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ Ψ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘǎΩ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŜōŀǘŜ
= perimeter of closure of traffic & perimeter of the planning permission
= Anspachlaan between Place Fontainas & Placede Brouckère
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Preliminaryresults & tendencies

άLƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ȊƻƴŜ 
on accessibility 

for ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎέ



1. Who & why do 
people visit 
the city centre? 

Intensive use by residents 
of BCR, especially those 
living in the city centre

Tourists



2. (Access to) travel mode?

ÅPublic transport

ÅCar

ÅBy foot

High potential of multimodal travel behavior
when travelling to the centreof Brussels



3. Appreciation of accessibility? 

ÅFrequent car-drivers have the most negative 
opinion

ÅFrequentusers of PT are quite positive

ÅDemand for more information on PT offer

Provide clear information & affordable transport alternatives to car-users
Improve information & access for bus-users in particular



4. Appreciation of public space as it is?

General negative perception 
cleanliness, comfort, atmosphere 

Residents of periphery & employees >< actual visitors

Subjective safety

Good availability and appeal of restaurants, bars and shops

More spaces to sit on, greenery, & information

Install attractive and temporary furniture
Manage and balance (in)formal eventsand activitiesstrategically

Integrate metropolitan users in the appropriation of the city centre



5. Awareness & support forthe pedestrian
zone?

Most respondents are aware of the car-free part; 
between 1/3 and 1/4 do not know about the further renewal

Support varies across users, but general supportive trend, 
especially amongst: 
ÅYounger people

ÅResidents living in or close by the city centre

ÅFrequent & foreign visitors 

Developa communication policy for the entire project 
Integrate metropolitan users in the appropriation of the city centre

Install attractive and temporary furniture
Manage and balance (in)formal eventsand activitiesstrategically



Put pedestrianization 
at the core of 

a paradigm shift 
towards a sustainable city centre 



Evidence-based policy needs comprehensive 
monitoring 

Åsolid, comprehensive and interdisciplinary 
monitoring plan and strategy

Åstrategic participatory planning process

Åtools and methods for implementing large-scale 
development projects 
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Additional slides





Traffic measures

Åadapted trajectory of ca. 11 bus lines within the Pentagon, half of them 
at Blvd Anspach

Årelocation of several bus stops from Place de la Bourse and Place De 
Brouckèretowards other places in the Pentagon

Åinversion of driving directions in selected streets for cars and buses

Åremoval of ca. 300 parking places of which 150 at the Blvd Anspachon 
a total of 25.000 places within the pentagon (excl. private car parks).

Ånew P-routing to access the city centre

Åregulated access for certain groups of inhabitants, emergency services, 
and adapted time windows for logistic deliveries

Plan for 4 new underground car-parks has dominated public debate



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Integrate metropolitan users in the appropriation of 
the city centre

2. Provide clear information and affordable transport 
alternatives to car-users, embeddedwithin
communication policy for the entire project

3. Improve the information and access to the city centre 
for bus-users

4. Install attractive and temporary furniture

5. Manage and balance (in)formal events and activities 
strategically










