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1.3 million traffic 
fatalities annually



1 person every 
30 seconds











Speed turns 
crashes into 

fatalities



Mexico City, Mexico

30km/h = 
90% 

chance of 
SURVIVAL

Risk of Pedestrian Death and Impact Speed

Source: WRI Safer Cities by Design



Mexico City, MexicoMexico City, Mexico

60km/h = 
90% 

chance of 
DEATH

Risk of Pedestrian Death and Impact Speed

Source: WRI Safer Cities by Design



Speed inhibits vision.



Speed inhibits vision.



Wider Lanes = Higher Speeds



• From 2009 to 2016, the 
number of people who 
died while walking 
increased from ~4,000 to 
almost 6,000.

• Almost the entire increase 
occurred on arterials. 

People are dying on arterials



And at intersections



http://www.meetgraham.com.au/

Instead of re-engineering the human body…



…cities are reimagining and redesigning streets

Narrower lanes

Safe spaces for 
pedestrians

Dedicated transit 
infrastructure

Separated 
bike lanes



Target Speed

And taking a more proactive approach

Design Speed

Posted Speed
→

→



Vehicles Speeding: 
74%



Vehicles Speeding: 
20%



LeGare Transformation

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia



BEFORE

AFTER



Speeds decreased!

Weekends Weekdays



Bogota, Colombia



Testing chicanes



Speed (in chicane section)

Motorcycles: -25%

Cars: -29%



The Global Street Design Guide

Spanish PortugueseEnglish



Simple design strategies support safe speeds



…and reclaim underutilized space



Giving us space for sustainable transport

City of Austin



And inviting activities that create better cities
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Thank you!

Thank you! 
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