
Amsterdam: The first low emission zone 

for mopeds by 2018

Erik Regterschot

December 7, 2017

POLIS Conference Brussels



Amsterdam: facts and figures

 Inhabitants city 830.000 (23 in EU)

 Inhabitants area 2.400.000 (19 in EU)

 Bikes 880.000

 Mopeds 65.000

 Daily center visits: 30.000 vans, 3.000 

trucks, 3.000 buses, 2.000 taxis 
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Amsterdam choose for clean air

Look at



LEZ in Amsterdam: what is happening? 
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Low Emission Zone
Do you want to know whether you can enter the LEZ? 
Check your license at Amsterdam.nl/schonelucht

LEZ size at

1-1-2020
LEZ size at

31-12-2019

Size LEZ

Within Ring A10

Trucks
Vans
Buses and Coaches
(until 31-12-2019)

Taxis

Mopeds
Buses and Coaches
(from 01-01-2020)

Entire area within city limits
(excl. north)



What is a moped? 
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“Bromfiets”
45 km/hour
Yellow plate

Helmet

“Snorfiets”
25 km/hour
Blue plate
No Helmet
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Moped is getting more and more popular in the city 
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700.000 mopeds in 

the Netherlands

Mopeds have increased by

11% since  2016

65.000 mopeds in 

Amsterdam (2016)

Another 60.000
in the region
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Who uses a moped?
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However, mopeds affect air quality

2% – 23%
Contribution to ultrafine 
particles on cycle paths

40% contribution to

ultrafine particles in 
tunnels

THE  FAIR  MOPED8
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 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul5UpaZbLRg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul5UpaZbLRg


Starts at

1-1-2018

When violating: fine will be sent
(price to be confirmed late 2017)

Mobile
scanners

in the entire city check
all vehicles daily

About 50.000
mopeds cross the 

Low Emission Zone daily

Access requirements 

Low Emission Zone
Mopeds
Do you want to know whether you can enter the LEZ? Check 
your license at Amsterdam.nl/schonelucht

Waivers

Agreement RAI and BOVAG

No access for mopeds with a ‘first 
registration’ in 2010 or before 

Annual waiver when:
▪ 4-tact moped with a ‘first 

registration’ from 1-1-2008 (up to 10 
years old)

▪ Disabled with a 4-tact with a ‘first 
registration’ from 1-1-2005

Weekend waiver when:
▪ Mopeds with a ‘first registration’ 

from 1-1-1988 (up to 30 years old)

Introduction Low Emission Zone and 
banning 2-tact mopeds

‘First registration’ is the date that the vehicle was allowed on the 
road for the first time (as registered by the RDW)

Area within city
limits (excl. 

northern
countryside)

More information:

What is de 

LEZ for

mopeds

about? 
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LEZ: so far, so good
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“Many people got rid of their car 
and sold a moped to drive more 
economically efficient and to be 
able get to the city center easily. 

That will become impossible 
now.”

Shadid (Facebook page ‘Stop the LEZ in 
Amsterdam’)

“I have to buy a new moped because 
my work starts at 5 am and a public 

transport connection is lacking. 
And I don’t make enough to buy 
myself a car… What’s do I do?”

Robert (Facebook page ‘Stop the LEZ in Amsterdam’)



LEZ: where we are now?

Consequences: 

 Ca. 20.000 mopeds in Amsterdam are prohibited per 1-

1-2018 AND ca. 10.000 mopeds from surrounding 

cities

 The 10% of this group with minimum wage receives a 

subsidy in order to buy a bike, e-bike or e-scooter

 On the other hand: strong rise in sales of e-scooters..

 ..newer scooters with Euro4..

 ..and modal shift to bike, e-bike and public transport

 ..and new innovations! 
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 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdaUfdeyHEU
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Thank you for your attention

Erik Regterschot

 Project Manager Sustainable Transport & LEZ 

 erik.regterschot@rhdhv.com OR e.regterschot@amsterdam.nl

 + 31 6 5201 8693 

Jasper Homrighausen

 Consultant Sustainable Mobility & Cycling

 jasper.homrighausen@rhdhv.com 

 + 31 6 1247 0013
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