
Thomas Jouannot CEREMA / Pierre Toulouse, French ministry of ecological 

and solidary transition

Why it is safe for a cyclist not to 
stop at every red traffic light



What is the point of implenting 
traffic lights ?





Car drivers 

Traffic lights = a tool for traffic 
management



Why special rules for cyclists ? 



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light : the french history

 2010: Principle in traffic code
 2011: Experiment : Nantes  



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light if you are a cyclist

2012 : turning right going straight on 
(in T junctions only)



2015 : more than 100 cities

2 500 intersections

8 000 signs



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

 2015 : allowing other movements



Red light: trust cyclists !

movie



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

 2016 :  

Sceaux (20 000 inhab.)
10 km south of Paris

New signs in 
nearly every 
signalized 
intersections

0 accident before  
0 accident after 1 
year



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

 2016 :

Paris experiment :
(10th arrondissement)

14 intersections



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

 2016 Paris experiment:



Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

2016 Paris experiment :  Safety feeling of cyclists
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Being authorised not to stop at every 
red traffic light 

2016 Paris experiment :  Knowledge of the rule by 
cyclists

Allow cyclist to cross the red light  but only after giving the way to other users

Allow cyclists to cross at red light  and he have the right of way

Do not know
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Thank you for attention !

thomas.jouannot@cerema.fr


