More EU budget Connect Europe’s Future:
for transport Invest in Transport Today

Open |€tter 19 February 2026

A competitive and resilient Europe requires a stronger EU transport budget

Europe’s transport sector is the backbone of the EU internal market and outreach to the world.
A strong sector is a prerequisite for the Union to achieve its strategic objectives and to ensure a resilient,
competitive, and sustainable Europe.

Europe’s transport sector strongly urges the EU Member States to strengthen European funding for transport under
the future EU budget. A robust European transport network is of crucial importance in responding to Europe’s
strategic objectives, making adequate European support to the sector more pertinent than ever. Only with strong
and state-of-the-art transport infrastructure at its core, will Europe be able to ramp up its resilience and military
preparedness, reinforce its industrial competitiveness and safeguard its supply chain sovereignty. All the signatory
European transport organisations urgently call upon the EU Member States and the EU Commission to ensure
sufficient EU budget for transport under the future Multi-Annual Financial Framework and particularly to increase
the budget of the future Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) to at least €100 billion.

With rising geopolitical and geo-economic tensions as well as ongoing climate change, it must be Europe’s top priority
to strengthen and ensure a well-integrated and interconnected European transport network in order to be able to
effectively respond to these challenges. We must act now to strengthen and update Europe’s infrastructure, address
bottlenecks and missing links, optimise its connectivity and capacity, and reinforce its safety, resilience and
preparedness for climate change adaptations, taking into account the TEN-T guidelines and all its building blocks. In fact,
the recently proposed Military Mobility Regulation underlines that while military mobility is vital for Europe’s security
and defence, EU transport infrastructure is insufficiently adapted to dual-use needs and remains vulnerable to both
natural and man-made disruptions. Moreover, the current geopolitical landscape highlights the need to prepare for just-
in-case on top of the just-in-time strategies, requiring redundancy and buffer capacity to ensure the continuation of the
supply of goods and the movement of people to the benefit of Europe’s economy and society. Hence, there is a pressing
need to address these infrastructure hurdles and improve and invest in Europe’s infrastructure readiness, protection
and resilience accordingly.

Transport is the backbone, enabler and accelerator of the EU internal market. If Europe wants to boost its industrial
competitiveness and become a leader in the shift to a net-zero economy, it needs to provide an efficient transport
network to effectively link the current and new production sites with their markets. A strong and competitive sector is
needed to ensure Europe’s economic, social and territorial cohesion, ensure its supply of critical raw materials, and
safeguard its supply chain sovereignty. This all depends on the reliability of the infrastructure network, as witnessed by
the recent reports by Mario Draghi and Enrico Letta, underscoring how a well-functioning European transport network
is essential to drive economic growth, job creation and social and regional cohesion.

While the ambitions and the investment needs are high, the sector continues to struggle with pressing underfunding
and financing gaps. Transport projects with high societal added-value do not always generate the necessary financial
returns to cover the investments. EU grants are necessary to support those projects that are crucial to achieve Europe’s
strategic objectives but may face significant funding gaps. Grants also act as a catalyst to attract further private sector
and national funding. The Connecting Europe Facility has proven as a crucial and highly successful instrument to support
and prioritise investments of high European added value, yet has been undermined by a structural and significant
oversubscription of the calls in light of insufficient budget. Our sector stands ready to deliver, but cannot do so without
adequate support.

The organisations representing Europe’s transport sector therefore urge the Member States and the Commission to
reverse this trend of continued underfunding of the transport sector and set the bar high. If Europe is to succeed in its
strategic priorities of a strong, resilient and competitive Union, it needs a robust European transport network providing
the necessary fundament. This must be reflected in the future Multi-Annual Financial Framework, safeguarding
sufficient EU budget for transport and a CEF instrument that is supported with a budget of at least €100 billion.
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ACEA — European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association; ACl — Airports Council International Europe; A4E — Airlines for Europe;
AERRL — Association of European Rail Rolling Stock Lessors; ALE — Federation of European Train Drivers’ Unions; ALICE — Alliance
for Logistics Innovation through Collaboration in Europe; ASECAP — Association of European Motorway Concessionaires and Toll
Infrastructure Operators; BPO — Baltic Ports Organization; CANSO — Civil Air Navigation Services Organisation; CER — Community
of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies; CLECAT — European Association for Forwarding, Transport, Logistics and
Customs Services; EBU — European Barge Union; ECASBA — European Community Association of Ship Brokers and Agents; ECG —
Association of European Vehicle Logistics; EFIP — European Federation of Inland Ports; EIM — European Rail Infrastructure
Managers; EMPA — European Maritime Pilots” Association; EMTA — European Metropolitan Transport Authorities; ERF—European
Union Road Federation; ERFA— European Rail Freight Association; ESC—European Shippers’ Council; ESO-OEB — European Skippers
Organisation; ESPO — European Sea Ports Organisation; ESPORG — European Secure Parking Organisation; ETA — European
Tugowners Association; ETF — European Transport Workers’ Federation; ETSC — European Transport Safety Council; EuDA —
European Dredging Association; EUROPLATFORMS — European Association of Logistics Platforms; FEPORT — Federation of Private
Port Operators and Terminals; INE — Inland Navigation Europe; IRU — International Road Transport Union; IWTP — European Inland
Waterways Transport Platform; IWI — Inland Waterways International; Open Enlocc — European Network of Logistics Competence
Centres; POLIS — European Cities and Regions Networking for Innovative Transport Solutions; Rhine-Alpine Corridor — International
Alliance for the Rhine-Alpine Corridor; Scandria Alliance — Scandria Alliance; UETR — European Road Hauliers Association; UIP —
International Union of Wagon Keepers; UIRR — International Union for Road-Rail Combined Transport; UITP — International
Association for Public Transport; UNIFE — The European Rail Supply Industry Association; UNISTOCK — European association of
portside storekeepers of agribulk commodities; WATERBORNE — Waterborne Technology Platform.



