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EU Agenda for Cities:
Driving Growth and

The EU Agenda for Cities is a strategic policy framework for sustainable and rﬁ
integrated urban development. It seeks to improve policies affecting cities, increase

dialogue, and make it easier for them to access EU support. This Agenda recognises

the vital role of cities—including small and medium-sized ones—in driving growth,

innovation, decarbonisation, and social inclusion.

Why do we need to act?

HOUSING
750/0 of Europeans live in cities, 5 10/0 of city residents consider
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How will the EU continue to empower cities?

Continuous dialogue

Yearly high-level political dialogue

Targeted consultations at technical level

A State of European Cities report will be reqgularly
prepared

Regular dialogue with the European Committee of
the Regions and the European Parliament

Simplification and capacity
building

The EU Cities web Portal is now consolidating
information on current opportunities for cities.

An EU Cities Platform will be set up in the
programming period 2028-2034 and bring
together support initiatives for cities.

The European Urban Initiative will provide
direct funding for innovative projects and
establish a ‘Cities helpdesk’ in 2026.

Capacity and knowledge building,
strategic planning and networking

Advisory support for
funding and finance
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Support for investment in cities

¢ |n the 2021-2027 period, around EUR 100 billion

from Cohesion policy goes to projects in cities,
among which more than EUR 24 billion are
managed directly by them to support integrated
local strategies.

e Several EU initiatives and programmes are actively
supporting cities, complementing those at the
national, regional and local levels.
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Beyond 2028

e EU Member States and regions are encouraged to
step up their ambition in the resourcing of their
urban strategies, including through their national
and regional partnership plans, taking into account
the specificities of cities.

¢ The European Competitiveness Fund, the EU Facility,
Horizon Europe, and Global Europe could support
cities to achieve EU policy priorities for urban
development
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https://regions-and-cities.ec.europa.eu/cities-portal_en
https://www.urban-initiative.eu

